
54th AAIP Annual Meeting and Health Conference Agenda
Oklahoma City, OK
OKANA Resort & Water Park
September 17-20, 2026

Theme: Honoring Our Founders, Inspiring the Next Generation

	[bookmark: _Hlk236748299]Wednesday, September 16, 2026
	

	9:00 AM – 10:00 AM   Pre-Conference Meeting (Hotel & AAIP Staff)
	Cypress

	6:00 PM – 8:00 PM   AAIP Board & Staff Dinner
	TBD

	7:00 PM – 10:00 PM   AAIP/ANAMS Members Only Sweat Lodge
Coordinators:  Melvin Battiest and Kevin Goodluck, MD
Pre-registration and liability waiver required.
	Off-Site


	Thursday, September 17, 2026
	

	6:30 AM – 9:30AM
	Women’s Retreat 

Men’s Retreat 
Non-Binary Retreat 
	Riverside Amphitheater
Loblolly
Redbud

	8:00 AM – 5:00 PM
	Conference Registration
	Sunset Ballroom Foyer

	8:30 AM – 11:00 AM
	AMA Committee Meeting – Blair Matheson
(Closed Session)
	Oklahoma River Boardroom

	8:00 AM – 11:30 AM
	Exhibitor/Poster Set-up
	Sunset Ballroom

	11:30 AM – 1:00 PM
	Opening Luncheon
Posting of Colors – Kiowa Black Leggings Warrior Society
Opening Prayer – Gordon Yellowman (Cheyenne and Arapaho Tribe)
AAIP Welcome: Dr. Thomas “Blair” Matheson, President AAIP (Cherokee)
ANAMS Welcome: Tyler Gore, MS, ANAMS President (Creek)
	Sunrise Ballroom

	Moderator:
	Lala Forrest, MD, AAIP Director At Large
	

	1:00 PM – 2:00 PM
	Plenary Session – Native Children’s Commission Implementation Act
Meghan Bishop, JD, MPS (Sugpiat and Native Village of Afognak)
Director of Policy, National Congress of American Indians
	Sunrise Ballroom
(Zoom)

	2:00 PM -2:30 PM
	Break & Exhibits 
	Sunset Ballroom

	2:30 PM – 4:00 PM
	AAIP Breakout Sessions
A. Breakout #1 Bridging Indigenous Knowledge and Cancer Research:  Evaluating Chaga 
Bradley S. Henson, DDS, PhD (Lake Superior Ojibwe/Kaskaskia)
Senior Vice Provost, Accreditation Liaison Officer, Associate Professor of Dentistry
Western University of Health Science
Pomona, CA

B. Breakout #2 Strengthening Tribal Healthcare Workforce Through: “Growing Our Own”
Jennifer Harvey, BBA. (Navajo)
Manager, Medical Staff Services
Gila River Health Care (GRHC)
Health Care, Sacaton, AZ

Frances Antone, BS, MS, PAC
Pediatric Physician Assistant
Elevg8 Co-Chair (AID-AHEC)
GRHC Medical Staff President
Sacaton, AZ

Uriel Castaneda, MD
GRHC Pediatric Physician, UA COM-P Site Director, Elev8 Representative
Sacaton, AZ

Frances Rios Villescaz, MPH
Medical Education Coordinator
Gila River Health Care
Sacaton, AZ

Charlotte Mitchell, BS, MPH
Elev8/AHEC Program Coordinator
Gila River Health Care
Sacaton, AZ

Navaz Dolasa, MD
Pediatric Medical Director
Gila River Health Care
Sacaton, AZ

C. Breakout #3 Integrating Herbal Medicine Into Substance Use Disorder Treatment: A Practical Review For Clinicians
Terry Maresca, MD (Kahnawake Mohawk)
AAIP Member, Clinical Professor
University of Washington School of Medicine
Seattle Indian Health Board, Seattle, WA

D. Breakout #4. Charting Today’s Health Policy Waters:  An Introduction to The Two-Spirit Support Boat
Hannah Wenger, MD
Clinical Instructor, Harvard Medical School
Associate Physician, Massachusetts General Hospital, Partner, The Raven Collective

Itai Jeffries, PhD (Yesah/Occaneechi)
Two-Spirit Educator, Qualitative Researcher and
Equity Consultant, Partner, The Raven Collective

E. ANAMS Session
Statistical Invisibility of LGBTQIA+ Native Populations in Public Health Surveillance:  Implications for Indigenous Health Equity
Brayden Windes, MS2
University of California, Davis, School of Medicine
Sacramento, CA
	
Cypress









Dogwood
































Loblolly







Redbud












Oklahoma River
Boardroom

	4:00 PM – 5:00 PM
	Screening of Remaining Native 
A 2025 documentary about 17-year-old Native American distance runner Kutoven “Ku” Stevens
	Sunrise Ballroom

	4:00 PM – 5:00 PM
	AAIP Business Meeting 
ANAMS Business Meeting – ANAMS Student Networking
	Cypress/Dogwood
Loblolly

	5:00 PM – 6:00 PM
	AAIP Surgeon’s Meeting – Vanessa Jensen, MD
(Closed Session)
	TBD

	5:00 PM – 6:30 PM
	Student/Physician Networking Event – sponsored by WE ARE HEALERS & IHEART
	Conference Ctr
Pre-Conference Area

	6:30 PM – 9:00 PM
	AAIP Endowment Kick-Off Fundraiser – hosted by Skydance Brewing Company (private event fee pay at door; families welcome, food and live music included) 
	Skydance Brewing Company @ 1 NE 7th St., Oklahoma City, OK 

	Friday, September 18, 2026
	
	

	6:30 AM – 7:30 AM
	5K Fun Run/1-Mile Walk
Coordinators:  Nizhoni Denipah, MD, Missy Begay, MD and Wings
Pre-registration & liability waiver required, link to register https://tinyurl.com/39y549zb
	Meet at Conference Ctr Pre-Conference Area

	7:15 AM – 8:00 AM
	Runner/Walker’s Only Breakfast
	Loblolly

	7:00 AM – 8:30 AM
	Continental Breakfast
	Sunset Ballroom 1 & 2

	8:00 AM – 5:00 PM
	Conference Registration
	Sunset Ballroom Foyer

	8:00 AM – 5:00 PM
	Exhibits & Posters
	Sunset Ballroom

	Moderator:
	Vanessa Jensen, MD, AAIP Secretary
	

	8:15 AM – 8:30 AM
8:30 AM – 9:00 AM

9:00 AM – 10:00 AM
	Opening Prayer 
Vincent Knight (Laguna Pueblo/Ponca)
Chief Judge, Pueblo of Acoma
Welcome – Vanessa Jensen, MD, AAIP Secretary

Plenary Session – The Journey to Quality and Excellence
Charles Grim, DDS, MHSA 
Secretary of Health, Chief Executive Officer
Chickasaw Nation Department of Health

Highlighting Health Priorities to Advance the Wellbeing of Indian Country 
AC Locklear II, JD (Lumbee Tribe)
Chief Executive Officer
National Indian Health Board (NIHB)
	Sunrise Ballroom

	10:00 AM – 10:30 AM
	Break & Exhibits 
	Sunset Ballroom 1 & 2

	10:30 AM – 12:00 PM
	AAIP Breakout Sessions
A. Breakout #1 Protecting the Traditional Healing Practices of AIAN Patients Through Hospital Policy
Jasmine Fernandez, MD (Pascua Yaqui)
Emergency Medicine Resident
Hennepin County Medical Center
Minneapolis, MN

B. Breakout #2 From T.R.U.T.H. to VANNAC:  Tribal-Led Environmental Cancer Equity in Virginia
Robert Winn, MD
Director Cancer Center, Temple Fox Chase
Philadelphia, PA

Katherine Tossas, PhD, MS
Cancer Epidemiologist and Assistant Professor
Department of Epidemiology and Social and Behavioral Science, Virginia Commonwealth University School of Population Health 

C. Breakout #3 The Disparate Impact of the Morrill Act of 1862 on the Wellbeing of Indigenous Communities
David Henderson, MD
VP for Medical Education & Workforce Development, American Medical Association
Chicago, IL

D. Breakout#4 The State of Native American Children’s Health in Oklahoma and Turtle Island
Ryan Brown, MD, (Chickasaw/Choctaw)
AAIP Member, Clinical Professor
University of Oklahoma College of Medicine
Oklahoma City, OK

E. ANAMS Breakout Session
Dating Violence Victimization Among Indigenous Adolescent Girls in the United State: Trends, Social Connectedness, and Suicidality
Ashton Glover Gatewood, DO
PSY-3, OBGY Resident
OU School of Community Medicine
Oklahoma City, OK
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	12:00 PM – 1:00 PM
	LUNCHEON: Honoring of AAIP Physician, Everett Rhoades, MD (Kiowa Tribe)
War Song by Kiowa Black Leggings Warrior Society
Introduction:  Thomas “Blair” Matheson, MD
	Sunrise Ballroom

	Moderator:
	Nicole Stern, MD. AAIP Director At Large
	

	12:45 PM – 1:15 PM
	The Scalpel and the Silver Bear: The Rest of the Story
Lori Arviso Alvord, MD (Navajo) 
AAIP Member
Surgeon and Author
	Sunrise Ballroom

	1:15 PM – 2:15 PM
	Plenary Session – Overview of the Indian Health Service
Loretta Christensen, MD, MBA, MSJ, FACS 
(Navajo)
Chief Medical Officer
Indian Health Service

	Sunrise Ballroom

	2:15 PM – 2:30 PM
	Break & Exhibits
	Sunset Ballroom 1 & 2

	2:30 PM – 4:00 PM
	AAIP Breakout Sessions
A. Breakout #1 A. Economic Evaluation of a Randomized Controlled Trial of a Community-Supported Agriculture Intervention of American Indians:  The Go Healthy Study
Junying (June) Zhao, PhD, PhD, MPH, MBBS
Assistant Professor
University of Oklahoma Health Science
Oklahoma City, OK
&
Individually and Culturally Tailored, Risk-Benefit Analysis Intervention for Individual Vaccination Decision-making in Indian Health Service Facilities
Junying (June) Zhao, PhD, PhD, MPH, MBBS
Assistant Professor
University of Oklahoma Health Science
Oklahoma City, OK

James R. Kennedye, MD, MPH, MEd FACEP (Kiowa) AAIP Member
Emergency Medicine/Public Health
St. Francis Hospital Trauma – Emergency Center, Tulsa, University of Oklahoma Hudson College of Public Health, Oklahoma City, OK

Landon Lee, BA, MS2 (Cherokee)
Certified Optometric Technician
University of Oklahoma Health Sciences Center
Oklahoma City, OK

B. Breakout #2 Respecting AI/AN Tribal Sovereignty While Navigating the Waters of Anti-DEI Tides
Nicole Stern, MD, MPH (Mescalero Apache)
AAIP Member
Associate Professor of Medical Education
California University of Science and Medicine
Colton, CA

Sunny Nakae, MSW, PhD
Senior Associate Dean of Social Mission and Partnership, Professor of Medical Education
California University of Science & Medicine
Colton, CA

Joel Arvizo-Zavala, PhD, MEd, CHES
Assistant Dean of Social Mission and Partnership, Professor of Medical Education
California University of Science & Medicine
Colton, CA

C. Breakout #3 Foundations before Disappearance:  Indigenous Law, 20+ACES, and Skills to Interrupt MMIP
Casandra Stouder, Tribal Governance Professional, ACEs Educational Trainer Wellness Consultant Technical Support Specialist
Prescott Valley, AZ

Movement is Medicine:  reclaiming Indigenous Wellness Through Traditional Lifeways, Food Sovereignty, and Lifestyle Medicine
Natalie Weeks O’Neal, DPT, CEO
Nakoda Direct Counseling
Poplar, MT

Dr. Bethany Brausen, PT, DPT, OCS
(Red Cliff Band of Lake Superior Chippewa)
Founder Tempo Physical Therapy & Running Performance

Dr. Lynnette C. Gilmore, PT, DPT, OCS (Dine) Orthopedic Clinical Specialist
Grandfalls, AZ

D. Breakout #4 The MCAT:  All About the Medical College Admissions Test with Guidance, Advice and Review from the People Who Administer the Exam
Mary Marfisee, MD, MPH  
(Eastern Band Cherokee)
UCLA David Geffen School of Medicine
AAIP Member

Lauren Bauser, Test Preparation Director
Association of American Medical Colleges

Shavonia Wynn, PhD
Medical College of Georgia at AU/mylearningdoctor LLC, MedStudy Academy

E. ANAMS Breakout Session
AxePath:  Integrating GLP-1 Therapies, mHealth Lifestyle Support, and Epigenetics
François Géris-Rey, MS 
PHD Student in Nutritional Sciences
Oklahoma University Health Campus
Health Promotion Research Center
Oklahoma City, OK
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	Moderator:
	Melissa Begay, MD, AAIP Treasurer
	

	4:00 PM – 5:00 PM
	Plenary Session – We Belong:  A Multidisciplinary Tribal 988 Initiative – Sac and Fox Nation
Melanie Johnson M.Ed., CPS (Sac and Fox)
Consultant, Association of American Indian Physicians (AAIP)
CEO, KISHKUTCHEE LLC

Katy Fabrie, APR
Senior Account Director, Gooden Group
Oklahoma City, OK

Chelsea Waldrop, PA, CAQ-Psychiatry
Clinical Director, Behavioral Health Program 
Sac and Fox Nation Black Hawk Health Center
Behavioral Health Department

Samatha Pleets (Sac and Fox, Standing Rock Sioux) Behavioral Health Case Manager II, Peer Recovery Support Specialist
Behavioral Health Department

	Sunrise Ballroom

	5:00 PM – 6:30 PM
	AAIP Business Meeting
ANAMS Business Meeting – Pre-Faculty Development:  Closing the Gap:  Building Research Skills and Faculty Representation on the Pathway to Academic Medicine
	Cypress/Dogwood
Loblolly

	7:00 PM – 10:00 PM

	Presidential Reception 
AAIP Physician of the Year Award
AAIP and ANAMS Silent Auctions
	Sunrise Ballroom

	Saturday, September 19, 2026
	
	

	6:30 AM – 7:30 AM
	AAIP Initiation Ceremony
	Riverside Amphitheatre

	7:00 AM – 8:00 AM
	Continental Breakfast
	Sunset Ballroom

	8:00 AM – 1:00 PM
	Conference Registration
	Sunset Ballroom Foyer

	8:00 AM – 3:30 PM
	Exhibits and Posters
	Sunset Ballroom

	Moderator:
	Nizhoni Denipah, MD, AAIP Director At Large
	

	8:45 AM – 9:00 AM
	Opening Blessing – Melvin Battiest (Muscogee Creek) Executive Director, Native Wings
Welcome – Nizhoni Denipah, MD
	Sunrise Ballroom

	9:00 AM – 10:00 AM
	Plenary Session – The Opioid Response Networks’ Role in Service of AI/AN
Johnna James, Ed.D. (Chickasaw)
Director of Community Health Initiative 
Opioid Response Network
American Academy of Addiction Psychiatry
East Providence, RI

Josh DeBartolo (Comanche Nation of Oklahoma)
Transfer Technology Specialist
Opioid Response Network

	Sunrise Ballroom

	10:00 AM – 10:30 AM
	Break & Networking (Exhibits) &
Poster Judging
	Sunset Ballroom

	10:30 AM – 12:00 PM
	AAIP Breakout Sessions
A. Breakout #1 Trauma-Informed Approaches to Tribal, Community and Healthcare Partnerships
Nicole Stern, MD, MPH
Associate Professor of Medical Education
California University of Science and Medicine
Colton, CA

Sunny Nakae, MSW, PhD
Senior Associate Dean of Social Mission and Partnership, Professor of Medical Education
California University of Science & Medicine
Colton, CA

Joel Arvizo-Zavala, ME.d, PhD
Assistant Dean of Social Mission and Partnership, Professor of Medical Education
California University of Science & Medicine
Colton, CA

LeeAnna Muzquiz, MD, FAAFP (Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes) 
Vice Dean for Rural and Regional Affairs, University of Washington School of Medicine
Seattle, WA

B. Breakout #2 From Referral to Treatment:  Navigating Purchased/Referred Care in Cancer Care
Grace Fox, MPP (Seminole Nation)
Tribal Healthcare Policy Analyst
University of Oklahoma – Native Nations Center for Tribal Policy Research
Norman, OK

C. Breakout #3 Characterizing Emergency Psychiatric Care Among American Indian and Alaska Native People
Cole Haskins, MD, PhD (Cherokee)
Psychiatrist, Medical Director Psychiatric Emergency Services
Denver, CO

Adam Coles, MD (Anishinaabe)
Psychiatrist, Psychiatric Emergency Services
Denver Health Medical Center
Denver, CO

D. Breakout#4 Utilizing Telehealth as a Solution for Critical Care in Rural Communities
Amanda Gomes, MD
Anesthesiologist/Intensivist/Neurointensivist
Anesthesia Critical Care Consultants
Edmond, OK

Sarah Mercer, MD
Anesthesiologist/Intensivist/Neurointensivist
Anesthesia Critical Care Consultants
Edmond, OK

E. ANAMS Breakout Session
Two Tools, One Path:  Structuring Board Preparation Across the Native American Physician Pathway
Tyler Gore, MS3, (Creek)
University of Arizona, COM-T
ANAMS President
Tucson, AZ

Kevin Goodluck, MD (Navajo), AAIP Member
Volunteer Clinical Assistant Professor
Department of Internal Medicine 
University of New Mexico
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	11:00 AM – 4:00 PM
	Oklahoma Blood Institute Blood Drive
	North Prefunction
Area

	12:00 PM – 1:00 PM
	ACCESS Networking Luncheon – sponsored by
Matthew Tobey, MD, Director, MGH Department of Medicine Residency Division of General Internal Medical School
(See Attached Agenda, Page ?)
	Sunrise Ballroom

	1:00 PM – 2:00 PM
	Plenary Session – History is Only Half the Story: AI/AN Historical Truths, Healthcare, Resilience, and Our Responsibility to the Next Generation
Adriann Begay, MD, Program Director
HEAL Southwest Leadership Program
Gallup, NM

	Sunrise Ballroom

	2:00 PM – 2:15 PM
	Break & Exhibits 
	Sunset Ballroom

	2:30 PM – 3:30 PM
	Exhibit Tear Down
	Sunset Ballroom

	2:15 PM – 3:45 PM














































































































2:15 PM – 3:00 PM
3:00 PM – 3:45 PM

	AAIP Breakout Sessions
A. Breakout #1 The Oklahoma American Indian Alaska Native Longevity Study:  The Role of Indigenous Physicians in Kinship Health
Regina Idoate, PhD, MA (Cherokee)
Associate Professor, College of Public Health
University of Nebraska Department of Health Program, Director of Spirituality, Culture & Health, Omaha, NE

Mashell Sourjohn, MJIL (Muscogee/Cherokee)
AARP, Senior Associate State Director of Community Outreach Director of Oklahoma

Arti Patel Vananasi, PhD, MPH, CPH
Advancing Synergy, LLC
President & CEO

B. Breakout #2 Shared Understandings through Clinical and Educational Partnerships:  Updates from Academic Medical Center Physicians Working with IHS and 638 Programs
Carolyn Baer, MPH (Cherokee)
Global Health Specialist
Boston Children’s Hospital Global Health Program

Julia Rubin-Smith, MD, MSPH, CTropMed
Boston Children Hospital
Director, Indigenous Health Program

Laura Davis, MD
University of Washington
Global and Rural Health Fellowship Director
Natasha N. Bray, DO
Campus Dean
OSU College of Osteopathic Medicine – Cherokee Nation

Allison Kelliher, MD
AAIP President Elect

Heather Kovich, MD, Director, Shiprock
University of New Mexico Family Medicine Residency

C. Breakout #3 Beyond Representation: Institutional Strategies for Indigenous Medical Student Success
Don Warne, MD, MPH, Co-Director
Johns Hopkins Center Indigenous Health
Baltimore, MD

D. Breakout #4 A Year of Teamwork:  The Resulting Guidelines for Implementing Indigenous Data Sovereignty CARE Principles in Clinical Research
Jennifer Erdrich, MD, MPH, MFA, FACS, FSSO
AAIP Member
Associate Professor, University of Arizona
Tucson, AZ

Siobhan Wescott, MD, MPH (Athabascan)
AAIP Member
Endowed Professor of American Indian Health
University of Nebraska Medical Center
Omaha, NE

E. ANAMS Breakout Session
AI/AN Sheroes Share Their Stories as Health Professionals
Nicole Stern, MD, MPH (Mescalero Apache)
Associate Professor of Medical Education
California University of Science and Medicine
Colton, CA

Nancy Sandoval, MD (Pasca Yaqua)
Senior Staff Physician
Santa Clara County

Tamana “Bunny” Begay, DDS (Seneca, Mohawk and Navajo), Supervisory Dentist, Director Gallup Indian Medical Center, Gallup, NM

LeeAnna Muzquiz, MD, FAAFP (Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes) 
Vice Dean for Rural and Regional Affairs, University of Washington School of Medicine
Seattle, WA

Amy DeLong, MD, MPH (Ho-Chunk)
Family Physician
Ho-Chunk Nation Department of Health

Alice McClellan, DPh (Kiowa and Comanche)
Billing Pharmacist Specialist
Oklahoma City Indian Clinic

Robyn Sunday-Allen, RN, MPH (Cherokee)
President and Chief Executive Officer
Oklahoma City Indian Clinic

Angela Lockhart, M.Ed, LPC
Behavioral Health Lead Therapist
Oklahoma City Indian Clinic

Alberta A. Arviso, PhD (Navajo)
Senior Engagement Officer
University of Arizona College of Veterinary Medicine

Mary Marfisee, MD, MPH
UCLA David Geffen School of Medicine

ANAMS & ASGE Diversity Committee Hands-On Endoscopy Session sponsored by the American Society of Gastrointestinal Endoscopy
Suba Abushamma, MD
Gastroenterologist/Inflammatory Bowel Disease
ASGE Diversity and Inclusion Committee Member, Pathways Subcommittee Co-Chair
Cleveland Clinic, Cleveland, OH

Elizabeth Voudris, MD
ASGE Diversity and Inclusion Committee
Member, Pathways Subcommittee Co-Chair
Gastroenterologist, MNGI Digestive Health
Minneapolis, MD

Kenneth Obi, MD, FASGE
ASGE Diversity and Inclusion Committee Chair
Gastroenterologist
Rome GI and The Rome Endoscopy Center
Rome, GA
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	4:00PM – 5:00 PM
	AAIP Business Meeting
ANAMS Business Meeting – Giving Back, Service Experience
	Cypress/Dogwood
Redbud

	5:00 PM – 6:30 PM
	Gourd Dance
	Sunrise Ballroom 

	6:30 PM – 10:30 PM
	Pow-Wow 
Honor Guard – Kiowa Black Leggings Warrior Society
	Sunrise Ballroom 

	Sunday, September 20, 2026
	
	

	7:30 AM - 8:30 AM   Continental Breakfast for those attending the ACCESS Collaborative Workshop Only

8:30 AM – 11:00 AM Plenary Session: Academic Coalition for Clinical Education, Service and Support, Collaborative Workshop “Strengthening Indigenous Graduate Medical Education through Collaborative Residency Development”
Panelists:
Ken Macneal, MD, Deputy Director
Indigenous Health Program, Boston Children’s Hospital

Heather Kovich, MD, Director
Shiprock University of New Mexico Family Medicine Residency

Natasha Bray, DO, MSEd, Dean 
Cherokee Nation Campus Associate Dean of Accreditation

Teresa Borman, MD, Clinical Director 
Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe, Tribal Health Department

10:45 AM – 12:30 PM AAIP Board of Directors Meeting
Allison Kelliher, MD, AAIP President
	Sunset Ballroom
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Red River Boardroom


	[image: A logo for a company

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]Accreditation:
In support of improving patient care, this activity is being planned and implemented by the Indian Health Service (IHS) Clinical Support Center and the Association of American Indian Physicians.  The IHS Clinical Support Center is jointly accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME), the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), to provide education for the healthcare team. 
	



SESSION 1:  Saturday, September 19, 2026, ACCESS Networking Luncheon (Location:  Sunrise Ballroom 12 PM-1:00 PM
Objective:
Provide an interactive networking opportunity for attendees to discuss priority issues affecting indigenous health education, clinical care, policy and academic partnerships through facilitated table discussions with content experts.
Format:
Participants will select a discussion table based on their interests.  Lunch will be served during the session, and attendees will remain at their selected tables for the duration to encourage deeper conversation and networking.
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